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were intended principally to enable the pilot to carry out
a forced landing at night if he had to land without ground
flares. They possessed one disadvantage, and that was
if there was any ground mist at all, or even a thin dust
cloud, the bright light of the flare reflected off it and
gave a false level. Nevertheless "Holt" flares were very
popular for night landing, even when ground flares were
laid out, because if the air were clear they lit up the
ground brilliantly.
A third method of night landing was to use the beam
of a searchlight mounted on a lorry. The beam was
shone along the ground into wind, and the aeroplane
came down over, or by the side of the lorry, and landed
along or on the edge of the beam. The beam gave the
pilot an excellent level, but the unfortunate people work-
ing the searchlight endured a plague of insects, such as
would have made Pharaoh envious.
Rockets, which rose to about 1,500 feet, were fre-
quently used to guide the pilot home. It was possible on
a clear night to see these rockets when you were over 40
miles from the aerodrome. The only difficulty was at
great distances to distinguish them from some low star.
The secret of finding your way at night is to keep the
retina of the eye in a sufficiently sensitive condition to
appreciate the delicate gradations of shadow that form the
chiaroscuro of a night landscape. In order to do this it
was necessary to cut down lighting to a minimum, and to
switch on cockpit lights only when it was unavoidable,
for instance to read a map, write a message, or to verify
the reading of some instrument. Even the flames of the
engine exhausts of a Vernon, unless the pilot kept his
eyes away from them, were enough to dull the edge of his
vision, It wa§ surprising how the Bight vigipn of pilots

